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maker puts his name on the plate and is esteemed die maker, though he has
not made in his shop the smallest -wheel belonging to it. It is supposed, how-
ever, that he can make all the movements, and apprentices are still learned to
cut them by hand. He must be a judge of the goodness of the work at first
sight, and put his name to nothing but what will stand the severest trial, for
the price of the watch depends upon the reputation of the maker only.55
This account leaves out many of the different branches of watch-
making. It says nothing of the dial-plate enamellers, the casemakers,
with their engravers, jewellers, chasers and enamellers. Movement-
making and motion-making, according to an account of 1761, were
often subdivided. Watch-springing and lining (work done on the case
of a watch) was a separate trade, and was often done by women. Watch-
hand-making and key-making were separate trades and the tendency to
more and more subdivision was probably progressive; in 1817 it was
said there were 102 separate branches. The workmen were sometimes
considered as journeymen employed by the watchmakers - one man
would make for a number of masters - or as chamber-masters, making
parts and offering them for sale. All of them took apprentices at fees
varying from £5 upwards, except the finisher and motion- and move-
ment-makers, who asked higher fees.56 The maker himself, who asked
a fee (1761) of from £10 to £50, might be either a shopkeeper or a
chamber-master working for the shops, in which case the name of the
shop would be put on the dial - sometimes the name of a jeweller, a
toyman or even a pawnbroker, who knew nothing of watchmaking.
Thus, at least by the middle of the eighteenth century, of the many
watchmaking artisans, only the watchmaker and finisher could be
considered complete craftsmen, while some branches of the trade in-
volved only a simple repetition process done by its appropriate tool or
*engine*. It was from the watchmaking artisans however, that the makers
of textile machinery were said (at the end of the century) to be chiefly
recruited.54 In the person of the eminent watchmaker, the inventor and
th£ man o£ science, the craftsman and the shopkeeper met. Such men as
Tompion and Harrison ranked with the famous optical instrument-
makers, such as Graham,15 Dollond and Ramsden, men with a
European reputation who made London renowned for its scientific
.
The apprentices, as they advanced in their term, were expected to

